The Association of Ibero-American Cultural
Attaches UACAA) is proud to present the XVII
Art Salon: "Calentamiento Global" (In English:
"Global Warming" and in Portuguese: ''Acaecimento Global") comprised of paintings, photos,
installations, videos, and sculptures gathered by
the association's twenty country member-s. Every
year, the IACAA looks for a common topic to be
shown in a collective exhibit in order to expose
the different aspects of our cultures, our lives,
. our customs, our colors. This year our topics have
'transcended our borders; "Calentamiento
Global", is one of the biggest problems in the
contemporary world. As the Earth gets hotter,
· . disasterS such as hurricanes, droughts and floods
·occur with more frequency. Research has led
scientists to infer that the "Calentamiento
.
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natural causes. The real cause is human activity! ·
We are responsible for it! We .must live in
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harmony with nature~ leaving our ecological
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Earth as our common home, for the survival of
the human species. These will be our greatest
responsibilities in the twenty-fi~ century. I
want to thank all my colleagues fur their
commitrt1ent and hard work in making this
exhibition possible. I would like to thank in
particular Mr. Rasmussen, director and curator
of the American University Museum at the
Katzen Arts Center and his staft Stefanie Fedor
and Bruce Wick, for their cooperation and goodwill throughout the preparation and hosting of
this exhibition. I would also like to thank Ms.
Jilma Prada, owner of the Prada Gallery, for the
invaluable support she provided Mr. Rasmussen
with curating this exhibition, the DC Mayor's
Office of Latino Affairs and the Inter American
Development Bank. With this exhibit "Calentamiento Global", the IACAA wants to call the
attention of the international community about
this terrible and challenging phenomenon that
we face today. We are confident that if we work
t~~the~ we can move forward in the face of this
.iQ,minent threat.
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We are' delighted· ~el~ome, once again, an
exhibition organized by the Association of IberoAmerican Cultural Attaches in the American
University Museum. It is a wonderful opportunity
to work with artists from every Spanish- and
Portuguese-speaking country in the world, and the
subject of the exhibition could not be more important. "Calentamiento Global" <In English: "Global
Warming" and in Portuguese: "Acaecimento
Global") is a scientific reality, not an opinion or an
issue. Calentamiento Global is a phenomenon that
concerns all of us. ifhe world's most renowned
science journals have reported that glaciers are
melting 10 times faster than normal or ever

'to

predicted, and that animal species are vanishing
as a result of climate change. Extreme weather
events, droughts, and rising of sea levels are being
reported around the world. Doctors are linking
worldwide outbreaks of dengue, malaria, hantavirus, and other diseases directly to climate change.
This exhibition features a wild variety of works,
including a sculpture made of bottle caps, paintings of a planet in distress, and a video of rising
mountains made from the 2.5 million bottles
thrown away every hour. All the Ibero-American
artists, represented here have joined to express
their deep concerns about global warming. We
can only hope their voices will be heard.
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ALEX MOREL was born in New York in 1973. He grew up in the Dominican
Republic where his family is originally from, and at the age of sixteen he returned to
the United States. He studied at St. John's University completing his BFA in
Creative Photography in 1997, and was part of the fulltime program in General
Studies in Photography at ICP during 1994-1995. He went on to receive his MFA
in Visual Arts from Rutgers University in 2001. His personal work, among other
things, addresses issues of relationships, intimacy, psychological and emotional
distance, as well as the effect of spaces and environments in our immediate
surroundings His work has been exhibited nationally and internationally since 1995,
and in 2005 the "Fotomuseurn Winterthur" in Switzerland presented the fir.;t solo
survey of his work. Since 2001, he has taught photography and visual arts at several
educational and cultural institutions in the United States and abroad, and is currently
a fulltime professor at St. John's University. He currently resides in New York.
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